Platepistoma seani sp. nov. is described from deep water off KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa. It can be separated from its nearest relative, Platepistoma guezei (Crosnier, 1976), by its thicker setal covering that completely hides the anterolateral teeth from dorsal view, less well defined carapace regions, more spinous anterolateral and posterolateral carapace margins, sparser but more prominent dorsal carapace spines, more prominent spines on the carpus of the cheliped, and a relatively narrower male telson.
Introduction
The Indo-West Pacific cancrid genus Platepistoma Rathbun, 1906, was revised by Davie (1991) , who removed it from Cancer Linnaeus, 1758, and recognised seven species, including three new ones. Sean Fennessy (Oceanographic Research Institute at Durban, South Africa), recently sent the second author a number of crabs for identification. Among these was a specimen of Platepistoma caught off Durban in relatively deep water. It is here described as a new species.
The abbreviated terminology used for carapace regions is that used by Serène (1984) following Dana (1852). Material examined is deposited in the Zoological Reference Collection (ZRC) of the Raffles Museum, National University of Singapore. The abbreviations G1 and G2 are used for the male first and second gonopods, respectively. Measurements are of carapace width and length, respectively. 
